
 

PERSONNEL COMPOSITION 

OF CONSTITUTIONAL COURTS IN SELECT MEMBER STATES OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE 

 

 

І. The composition of the Constitutional Court is formed by the head of state 

 

Constitutional 

system of the 

state 

Entity authorized to appoint judges and order of appointment Note 

1. Constitutional Court (Verfassungsgerichtshof / VfGH) of AUSTRIA  

(14 main + 6 reserve judges who are appointed to indefinite tenure until they reach the age of 70) 

Parliamentary 

Federal Republic 

by the Federal President upon the submission of:  Reserve judges are involved in the 

proceedings if a main judge is unable to 

administer justice. 

Judges can be dismissed only by the Court 

itself (2/3 of votes). 

the Federal Government — 

President, Vice-President, 6 

main + 3 reserve judges 

the National Council — 

3 main + 2 reserve judges 
the Federal 

Council — 

3 main + 1 reserve 

judge 

2. Constitutional Court (Grondwettelijk Hof / Cour constitutionelle) of BELGIUM 

(12 judges who are appointed to indefinite tenure until they reach the age of 70) 

Parliamentary 

federal monarchy 

by the King upon the submission of the Parliament Judges select two Presidents (representatives 

of two linguistic communities) from among 

themselves, who alternately preside for one 

calendar year. Judges must equally represent 

the Dutch and the French linguistic 

communities (and one of them must speak 

German). 

The list to fill each vacant position must contain the names of two candidates 

proposed, in turn, by the Chamber of Representatives and the Senate (at least ⅔ of 

present members). 

 

 



 

3. Constitutional Tribunal (Tribunal Constitucional) of SPAIN 

(12 judges who are appointed to a term of 9 years and cannot be reappointed) 

Parliamentary 

monarchy, regional 

state 

by the King upon the submission of: Judges select the President and 

Vice-President of the Tribunal from 

among themselves for 3 years. 

Every 3 years, ⅓ of the composition 

of the Tribunal is renewed. 

the Congress of 

Deputies 

(4 judges) 

the Senate 
 

(4 judges) 

the General Council of 

the Judicial Power 
(2 judges) 

the 

Government 
(2 judges) 

4. Constitutional Court (Ústavný súd) of SLOVAKIA  

(13 judges who are appointed to a term of 12 years and cannot be reappointed) 

Parliamentary unitary 

republic 

by the President, upon the submission of the National Council The National Council proposes 2 

candidates for each vacant position.  

5. Constitutional Court (Ústavní soud) of CZECHIA  

(15 judges who are appointed to a term of 10 years and can be reappointed) 

Parliamentary unitary 

republic 

by the President with the consent of Senate (by a majority vote) 

(consists of the President, two Vice-Presidents, and other judges) 

— 

6. Constitutional Court of MALTA 

(3 judges who are appointed to indefinite tenure until they reach the age of 65) 

Parliamentary unitary 

republic 

by the President on the advice of the Prime Minister It is also considered one of the 

higher (cassation) courts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ІІ. The composition of the Constitutional Court is formed by the parliament 

 

Constitutional 

system of the state 

Entity authorized to appoint judges and order of appointment Note 

1. Constitutional Court (Satversmes tiesa) of LATVIA  

(7 judges who are appointed to a term of 10 years until they reach the age of 70, and cannot be reappointed) 

Parliamentary unitary 

republic 

by the Saeima (by a simple majority) upon the submission of: The Plenum of the Supreme Court submits 

candidates only from among judges. Judges 

select the President and Vice-President of 

the Court for 3 years by secret ballot (⅔ of 

votes). 

At least 10 members 

(1/10) of the Saima 
(3 judges) 

the Cabinet of 

Ministers  

(2 judges) 

the Plenum of the 

Supreme Court 

(2 judges) 

2. Constitutional Court (Konstitucinis Teismas) of LITHANIA  

(9 judges who are appointed to a term of 9 years and cannot be reappointed) 

Semi-presidential 

unitary republic 

by the Seimas (simple majority votes) under the submission of: The Seimas appoints the President of the 

Court from among the candidates nominated 

by the President. Every 3 years there is a 

rotation of ⅓ of the composition of the 

Court. There is a procedure for the 

impeachment of judges. 

the Speaker of the 

Seimas 

(3 judges) 

the President of the 

Republic 

(3 judges) 

President of the 

Supreme Court  

(3 judges) 

3. Federal Constitutional Court (Bundesverfassungsgericht, BVerfG) of GERMANY  

(16 judges who are appointed to a term of 12 years until they reach the age of 68, and cannot be reappointed) 

Parliamentary federal 

republic 
І Senate ІІ Senate  Appointed:  The first Senate is headed by the President 

and the second Senate is headed by the Vice-

President of the Court. Among the appointed 

judges, the Bundestag and the Bundesrat 

alternately and separately determine the 

President and Vice-President of the Court 

4 judges 4 judges by the Bundestag 

(⅔ of votes) 

4 judges 4 judges by the Bundesrat 

(⅔ of votes) 



 

4. Constitutional Court (Уставен Суд) of NORTH MACEDONIA  

(9 judges who are appointed to a term of 9 years and cannot be reappointed) 

Parliamentary unitary 

republic 
by the Assembly of the Republic according to the following formula:  Judges select the President from among 

themselves for 3 years (without the right to be 

reappointed). by a simple majority vote 

(6 judges) 
by a majority vote among representatives 

of ethnic minorities  

(3 judges) 

5. Constitutional Tribunal (Trybunał Konstytucyjny) of POLAND  

(15 judges who are appointed to a term of 9 years and cannot be reappointed) 

Semi-presidential 

unitary republic 
 by the Sejm (lower Chamber of the Parliament) 

(by a simple majority)  

The President and Vice-President are appointed by 

the President of the Republic from among the 

candidates nominated by the General Assembly of 

Judges. 

6. Сonstitutional Court (Ustavno sodišče) of SLOVENIA  

(9 judges who are appointed to a term of 9 years and cannot be reappointed) 

Parliamentary unitary 

republic 
by National Assembly (simple majority) 

upon submission of the President of the Republic 

The President and Vice-President of the Court are 

selected from among the judges for a 3-year term. 

7. Constitutional Court (Ustavni sud) of CROATIA  

(13 judges who are appointed to a term of 8 years and cannot be reappointed) 

Parliamentary unitary 

republic 
the Sabor (Croatian Parliament) 

(2/3 votes) 

Judges select the President of the Court from 

among themselves for a 4-year period. 

8. Constitutional Court (Ustavni sud) of MONTENEGRO  

(7 judges who are appointed to a term of 9 years and cannot be reappointed) 

Parliamentary unitary 

republic 
by the Parliament 

upon the submission of the President of Republic for a 9-year tenure 

Parliament elects the President of the Court for a 

3-year period and may impeach a judge. 



 

9. Constitutional Court (Alkotmánybírósága) of HUNGARY  

(15 judges who are appointed to a term of 12 years and cannot be reappointed) 

Parliamentary unitary 

republic 
by the National Assembly 

(2/3 votes)  

The Vice President of the Court is selected by the 

judges themselves. 

10. Constitutional Court (Konstitusiya Məhkəməsi) of AZERBAIJAN 

(9 judges who are appointed to a term of 15 years and cannot be reappointed) 

Semi-presidential 

unitary republic 

by Milli Mejlis (by a simple majority) on the President’s 

recommendation 

 

-  

11. Constitutional Court (սահմանադրական դատարան) of Armenia 

(9 judges who are appointed to a term of 12 years and cannot be reappointed) 

Parliamentary unitary 

republic 

by National Assembly (3/5 votes) upon the submission of: Judges select the President and Vice-President of 

the Court from among themselves for 6 years 

(without the right to re-election for another term). 
 the President  

(3 judges) 
the Government  

(3 judges) 
General Assembly of 

Judges (3 judges) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ІІІ. The composition of the Constitutional Court is formed based on a mixed principle 

 

Constitutional 

system of the state 

Entity authorized to appoint judges and order of appointment Note 

1. Constitutional Court (Конституционен съд) of BULGARIA  

(12 judges who are appointed to a term of 9 years and cannot be reappointed) 

Unitary 

Parliamentary 

Republic 

by the National 

Assembly  
(4 judges)  

 

by the President 

(4 judges)   

 

General meeting of judges of 

the Supreme Court of 

Cassation and the Supreme 

Administrative Court  
(4 judges) 

Every 3 years, ⅓ of the composition 

of the Court is renewed. Judges 

select the President of the Court from 

among themselves for 3 years with 

the right to re-election. 

2. Constitutional Court (Ustavni sud) of BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 

(9 judges who are appointed to indefinite tenure until they reach the age of 70) 

Federal Parliamentary 

Republic 
by the House of 

Representatives of the 

Federation of Bosnia 

and Herzegovina (4 

judges) 

by the National 

Assembly  
(2 judges)   

by the President of the ECtHR 

following the consultations with 

the Presidency of BiH (3 judges) 

 

The Constitutional Court is also a 

court of cassation in certain cases. 

Judges appointed by the President of 

the ECtHR cannot be citizens of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina or any 

neighboring countries. 

3. Constitutional Court (Corte costituzionale) of ITALY 

(15 judges who are appointed to a term of 9 years and cannot be reappointed) 

Parliamentary 

republic, regional 

state 

by the Parliament  
(at a joint meeting of 

both chambers; ⅔ 

of votes)  

(5 judges) 

by the President  

(5 judges) 

 

 

 

by the Higher courts of general 

and administrative jurisdiction 

(5 judges) 

 

Judges select the President of the 

Court from among themselves for 3 

years with the right to re-election. 

The President appoints one or more 

Vice-Presidents from among the 

judges. 

 



 

4. Constitutional Court (Curtea Constituțională) of MOLDOVA 

(6 judges who are appointed to a term of 6 years and cannot be reappointed) 

Unitary 

Parliamentary 

Republic 

by the Parliament  

(2 judges) 
by the Government  

(2 judges) 
by the Supreme 

Council of 

Magistrates  

(2 judges) 

Judges select the President of the Court by 

secret ballot.  

5. Constitutional Tribunal (Tribunal Constitucional) of PORTUGAL 

(13 judges who are appointed to a term of 9 years and cannot be reappointed) 

Semi-presidential 

unitary republic 
by the Assembly of the 

Republic  

(⅔ of votes) 

(10 judges) 

By already appointed judges of the 

Constitutional Tribunal (co-optation) 

(3 judges) 

Judges select the President and Vice-

President of the Court for 4.5 years (with the 

right to re-election). At least 6 of the 13 

judges must be appointed from among 

judges of other courts, while all others must 

be legal scholars. 

6. Constitutional Court (Curtea Constituțională) ROMANIA 

(9 judges who are appointed to a term of 9 years and cannot be reappointed) 

Semi-presidential 

unitary republic 
by the Chamber of 

Deputies 

(3 judges) 

by the Senate 

(3 judges)  
by the President  

(3 judges)  

Judges select the President of the Court from 

among themselves for 3 years. Every 3 

years, ⅓ of the composition of the Court is 

renewed. 

7. Constitutional Court (Уставни суд) of SERBIA  

(15 judges who are appointed to a term of 9 years and can be reappointed) 

Unitary 

Parliamentary 

Republic 

by the President  

(5 judges) 
by the National 

Assembly  
(5 judges) 

by the Supreme 

Court of Cassation 
(5 judges) 

A judge may be dismissed early by a 

decision of the Constitutional Court. 

 

 



 

8. Constitutional Council (Conseil constitutionnel) of FRANCE 

(9 members who are appointed to a term of 9 years and cannot be reappointed) 

Semi-presidential 

unitary republic 
by the President of the 

Republic 

(3 members) 

by the President of 

Senate  

(3 members) 

by the President of 

the National 

Assembly (3 

members) 

⅓ of the composition of the Council is renewed every 

3 years: each of the appointing entities appoints 1 

member of the Council once every 3 years. If a person 

was appointed to replace a member of the Council who 

resigned or cannot continue to remain in office until 

the end of their tenure, such a person can be re-

appointed to a full tenure provided that their term in 

office as a replacement member did not exceed 3 

years. 

Ex-president has the 

right to a lifetime 

tenure. 

Based on the opinion of the Committee on 

Constitutional Law (of each chamber).  

9. Constitutional Court (Gjykata Kushtetuese) of ALBANIA  

(9 judges who are appointed to a term of 9 years and cannot be reappointed) 

Unitary Parliamentary 

Republic 
by the President 

(3 judges) 
by the National 

Assembly 

(3 judges) 

by the Supreme 

Court 

(3 judges) 

Every 3 years, the ⅓ of the composition of the Court 

is rotated. Judges select the Head of the Court from 

among themselves for 3 years (with the right to re-

election for one more term). 

10. Constitutional Court (საკონსტიტუციო სასამართლო) of GEORGIA 

(9 judges who are appointed to a term of 10 years and cannot be reappointed) 

Parliamentary unitary 

republic 
 by the President   

(3 judges) 
by the Parliament 

(⅗ of votes)  

(3 judges) 

by the Supreme 

Court  
(3 judges) 

Judges select the President of the Court, two Vice-

Presidents, and Secretary of the Court from among 

themselves for 5 years without the right to re-election 

 


